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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=X57twK_cZpY&feature=emb_logo
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NATURAL HOME FOR 

ASSOCIATIONS

An historical association 

destination with over 100 

years of experience

The centre of democracy 

and advocacy – full 

access to stakeholders

The second most cosmopolitan 

city in the world with highly skilled

multilingual workforce

A unique concentration of 

international associations
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World’s primary host city 

for international 

association meetings*

An international hub in the 

very heart of Europe – a great 

place to travel to and from

*UIA - 63rd International Meetings Statistics Report



More than 

2.400 
international associations 

in Brussels 

Total estimated expenditure

€ 3.5 billion

of which 84% is spent in Belgium

Organising conferences, seminars, 

congresses and meetings represents 

80% of their activities

Estimated direct employment

36.082 
persons, including volunteers
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Indirect employment

(hotel, restaurant, service 

providers, etc.) +/-

1.191
per assoc / year

Office space occupied by INPAs 

637.000 m² representing 

247m2 per association

70% of meetings include 

one or more overnight stays 

71% of INPAs have 

been operating in Belgium between 

10 and 50 years and 18% for more 

than 50 years

998 association meetings 

in Brussels in 2019 (v.s. 319 in 2021)

Source : FAIB Socio-economical survey 2021



WHAT’S IN THERE FOR THEM?

Put their association on the 

map!

Connect with the right 

stakeholders and give

exposure to their activities

Celebrate the European ideal

of being stronger together

Ideally located in the center of 

Europe for their 

regular meetings
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Meet, converse and 

exchange information with

other associations in their

ecosystem

Extend the reach of their 

message and strengthen their 

global position



ASSOCIATIONS
FOR
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• Full set-up guide
• Legal, Finances, Human Ressources

• Summary sheets by topic
• Notary, Banking, Workspace, Labour, …

• List of association service providers
• Brussels-based professionals 

• Convention & Association Team
• Gateway to the community

9

FREE TAILOR-MADE SERVICES
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LARGE NETWORK 

• Diverse Partners : 

• OIP (hub.brussels, expat.desk, 1819, etc)

• Associations (ESAE, FAIB, UIA, etc)

• Business (EY, ING, SD Worx, Mavence, etc) 

• Media (Boardroom, Brussels Times, etc)

• Education (Solvay Business School)

• MICE sector

• Global Alliance with : 
o Washington

o Dubai

o Singapore
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TAILOR EVENTS
MADE
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✓ Annual event since 2012

✓ Participation of 150-200 pax

✓ BEST networking opportunity

✓ Educational content by experts

✓ Bxl associations case studies

✓ Sponsorship opportunities

→ Save the date : 27 - 28 April 2023

be.better together in Brussels! 

EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION SUMMIT

PROJECT SUPPORTED BY
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✓ Cycle of 4 webinars / year

✓ “Ask Me Anything” format

✓ 4 EAS track topics :

❑ BE.BRIGHTER – stand out through positive advocacy & social communication

❑ BE.SMARTER – lead efficient, strategy-focussed and impactful associations

❑ BE.CLOSER – deliver member value and shape vibrant communities of practice

❑ BE.FRESHER – create engaging association events in the area of hybrid

→ Save the date : 13th October 2022

BRUSSELS INSIGHTS

A preamble to the EAS

PROJECT SUPPORTED BY
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✓ Cycle of 4 guided tours

✓ Dedicated to Bxl meeting planners

✓ FREE but limited to 40 pax

✓ Discover & be inspired !

→ Next edition December 2022

SEASONAL EVENTS

Around Brussels, around the year! 

“Thank you very much for organizing a great event and afternoon! It 

was immensely helpful and we got to see "hidden" places we didn't 

know were available.”

“The atmosphere, the sight seeing, the nice venues,.. actually the 

combination between enjoying the day, learning about locations but in a 

relaxed way not to pushy.”
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BUSINESS SECTORS STRATEGY   

✓ Review of the 5 centres of excellence

✓ Intellectual capital study (Associations representatives)

✓ Major Bxl sectors in terms of events

✓ Focusing business development efforts

✓ Mapping stakeholders & opportunities

✓ New prospection tools

→ End of year 2022
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NEW OFFICES IN THE EU QUARTER 

PROJECT SUPPORTED BY
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✓ Meeting place in Avenue d'Auderghem 63

✓ International Assoc & Meeting Ambassadors

✓ September 2022 : Open Call for tender

✓ Supporting visit.brussels in welcoming and 

animating the community

✓ Business-model, Calendar of activites

and Office management

→ Opening : Early 2023



BREXIT ADJUSTEMENT RESERVE  
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BREXIT ADJUSTEMENT RESERVE  
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Incentives for companies impacted 

by the Brexit

✓ To support Brussels VSEs/SMEs active in 

importing/exporting to the United Kingdom

✓ To support Brussels-based neo-exporting 

companies entering the UK market

Has your business been, is it or could it be impacted by Brexit in any way?

Partners
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AN HONORARY PROGRAMME

Activities, tools and support services 

to assist individuals in attracting and 

organizing professional meetings in 

Brussels.

Identify and bring together local 

specialists to support the bidding 

process of large/rotating international 

conferences.

Establishing greater 

collaboration between visit.brussels, 

local experts and event suppliers 

will serve to create competitive bids.
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• The sector

• Shape the future of a sector 
in a positive way

• The destination

• Reinforce Brussels' 
international reputation

• The individual

• Professionally, a most 
rewarding experience

BENEFITS FOR...
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BIG
POTEN

TIAL



OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR YOU ? 

• UNIQUE situation in Brussels 

• 2400 int. associations NEXT DOOR

• Large annual congresses

• Numerous association meetings

• Possibilities of long-term relations

• International participation / reputation

• Sponsorship opportunities



• Subscribe to our monthly

Associations Newsletter

• Association web pages 

https://www.visit.brussels/en/

professionals/associations

• Association Bureau Brussels

• @AssociationBru
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STAY UP TO DATE !

http://crm.visit.brussels/visitbrussels-aelvs/pages/xzbpcqcaeeqoeganoqy8hq.html
https://www.visit.brussels/en/professionals/associations
https://be.linkedin.com/company/association-bureau-brussels?trk=similar-pages
https://twitter.com/associationsbru
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