
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Brussels, 18 January 2024 

Bright Festival unveils its programme 

From 15 to 18 February, Brussels will be decked out in all its finery for the Bright 
Festival. The programme includes two original routes through several Brussels 
municipalities enhanced by more than twenty art installations. And that's not all! This 
year, the Belgian presidency of the Council of the European Union will be honoured 
with a number of light installations created by international artists. Lastly, these four 
evenings will be punctuated by a fringe programme offered by several museums and 
shops. It's time to discover the programme for this year's event.  

Bright Festival, the Brussels festival of lights, will illuminate the capital from 15 to 18 February 
2024. The new edition of this unmissable event will put several districts in the spotlight with 
two routes: Royal and European. These routes will be punctuated by immersive and poetic 
monumental works by national and international artists. A luminous interlude in the heart of 
winter.  
 

What's new? 
As well as the new installations located throughout the capital, a Kids Zone has been added 
to the festival. Located on the Place d'Espagne/Spanjeplein, it will be open from Friday to 
Sunday from 5:30pm for the little ones accompanied by their parents. They will be able to 
discover interactive installations designed just for them by students of La Cambre. And that's 
not all! On the occasion of the Belgian presidency of the Council of the European Union, 
part of the programme has been developed in collaboration with the cultural 
representations of EU Member States.  As for clubbers, they certainly won't be outdone. 
The Disco Bright Party will be taking over the Ravenstein Gallery to keep the party going 
into the early hours.  
 
A wide range of activities  
Four evenings of exceptional programming. The public will be spoilt for choice, with illuminated 
works, activities throughout the museum, guided tours and the unmissable Bright Market, 
where they can find the lamp of their dreams. A night-time wander through the capital's streets 
that promises a truly multisensory experience. Original performances (murals, sports 
performances and an illuminated rollerskating parade) also await visitors along the way. 
Here's a glimpse of the exhibits on show this year. 

Artistic installations by district  
 

Here's a taste of the exhibits and installations on offer for the public to discover at this 
year's event. Other installations will be added to the programme in the coming weeks. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Royal Quarter 
 

Under Pressure - Pavol Truben (SVK) - Rue Sainte-Gudule - Supported by the Permanent 
Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU   
Renowned Slovak artist Pavol Truben divides his time between three main roles: artist, 
designer and professor of drawing in Bratislava. His work has won numerous awards and been 
exhibited all over Europe. 
Under Pressure is a light and sound installation. It consists of 8 exercising figures with their 
heads squeezed in fastening straps. The artwork reflects the topic of stress and work pressure, 
which society tries to fix with exercising, for example with modern yoga, but ignores the 
solutions to prevent burn-out.  
 

La constellation européenne - magic monkey (BE) - Galerie de la 
Reine/Koninginnegalerij   
Founded in 1995, magic monkey is a global innovator in architectural lighting and video 
design. The collective specialises in translating architecture and environments into 
monumental communication platforms.  
In honour of the Belgian presidency of the Council of the European Union, Brussels' very own 
magic monkey offers an enchanted stroll through the magnificent Galerie de la Reine in the 
centre of the capital. A unique, magical, ethereal and immersive creation, celebrating the 
richness of European diversity. The exhibition sees the colours of the 27 countries of the Union 
standing out, mingling, coming together and culminating in the appearance of the EU stars, 
projected on either side of the gallery...  
 

Lanterna Magica  - LDA Productions (FR-BE) - Brussels Park  
Cécile Barraud de Lagerie is an artist specialising in colours, prints and weaving for the textile 
and fashion industries. She is also an illustrator. Romain Tardy is an internationally renowned 
visual artist specialising in digital media, and an accomplished figure on the visual arts scene.  
Lanterna Magica is a contemplative light and sound installation that leads the spectator into a 
strange reverie. In the middle of Brussels Park, mysterious, surreal creatures superimpose 
themselves in a theatre of shadows, creating a slow, hypnotic dance. The installation is 
presented as a metaphor for communication between different entities and species, whether 
animal or plant, real or imaginary. This reference in the form of a tale also evokes a very real 
question: how, in the great movement of the world, do we manage to get along and 
communicate?  
 

Un oiseau de passage - Luminariste (FR) - Brussels Park  
Benjamin Nesme (lighting designer and stained-glass artist) is the founder of Luminariste 
which aims to intersect light's various fields of application. A meeting with Marc Sicard 
(illustrator and designer) crystallised a desire to tell tailor-made stories for public spaces.  
Un oiseau de passage is a monumental sculpture, a giant fairy bird that emerges in the night, 
trailing several stories in its wake.  The work (re)calls nature in the city, awakening your 
attention to the scarcity of birds: the vestige of a natural phenomenon on the verge of 
extinction.  



 

 

 
Atlantica  - Nele Fack (BE) - Brussels Park 
A graduate of the LUCA School of Arts in Ghent, Nele Fack is a renowned video composer 
with expertise in video mapping, installations and a range of intermediate art forms. 
Atlantica brings the legendary city of Atlantis, lost for thousands of years, back from the 
depths of the ocean. Geometric motifs blend to form staircases, columns and buildings, 
gradually creating an entire city. A true metaphor, the work uses the ancient myth to provide 
an insight into today's climate crisis.  
 
Aquatics - Philipp Artus (DE) - Place du Musée/Museumplein 
Philipp Artus is a Berlin-based multidisciplinary artist and filmmaker. His artworks explore the 
manifestations of life through movement, sound and image.  
Aquatics is a generative underwater world in which animated sea creatures swim and 
interact with each other. The work explores the emergence of life through abstract forms and 
movement. Here, you can design your own creatures using a tablet, and add them to the 
virtual ecosystem. You can also choose the type and number of species, and decide on their 
size, shape, colour and behaviour.     
 
Bloomlight  - VOUW Studio (NL) - Palace of the Academies  
VOUW (pronounced vow) is an Amsterdam-based design studio working at the intersection of 
design and technology. Founded in 2017 by Mingus Vogel and Justus Bruns with the 
conviction that technology is not just about efficiency and productivity, VOUW is a pioneer of 
slowtech: design that makes people slow down to bring them together in the real world. 
Bloomlight is a street lantern that responds to the passers by like an organic creature. When 
you approach Bloomlight, it senses your presence and starts bending towards you, whilst the 
top of the lantern starts to open and unfurl a bloom of soft light. Taking inspiration from nature, 
Bloomlight reimagines what street lighting could be: curious, calming and breathtaking.  
 
Portal - Alfredo Barsuglia (AUT) – Rue Baron Horta - Supported by the Austrian Cultural 
Forum Brussels   
Alfredo Barsuglia was born in Graz in 1980 and has received numerous awards including the 
Monsignor Otto Mauer Prize, the Art Promotion Prize of the City of Vienna and the Theodor 
Körner Prize. His work has been exhibited all over the world.   
With his Portal installation, Alfredo Barsuglia gives you the chance to experience both physical 
and mental change. The artist uses everyday coloured light bulbs to show you the way. 
According to the artist, it's the material simplicity of the art installation that touches people and 
makes them think. A soundtrack telling a fairytale completes the project.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The Dresses - Tae Gon Kim (FR-KOR)  
Tae Gon Kim, a French-Korean artist based in Strasbourg, creates works of art inspired by 
clothing. He mainly uses fibre optics and LED lights to create sculptures large enough to be 
worn by one or more people. 
When we love someone deeply, we sometimes want to melt into them, or even be them. The 
Dresses encourages you to imagine becoming the people you love. Indeed, Tae Gon Kim's 
fibre-optic dresses are designed to accommodate several people, embracing them. An image, 
a possible reflection of what they wish to become, is sketched on the dresses by light 
projectors. The dresses transport them inside the image, as if they were wearing their desires. 
 
Where is Europe?  - Ncbham x More to Show (BE) - Ravenstein Gallery  
Ncbham is a creative agency, bringing together a wide range of talents. Their exceptional 
diversity fuels a unique and inclusive creative process, at the heart of successful collaborations 
with multidisciplinary teams.  
Where is Europe? Does Brussels' multicultural character represent Europe as its capital?  This 
an interactive and participatory installation. As you cross the rotunda, you pass other visitors, 
where Olivier Strebelle's statue of the Abduction of Europe was once the centrepiece. Through 
the dome, the light installation reveals both its architectural majesty and its delicacy. The 
lighting, positioned on the outside of the rotunda, pierces its hundreds of glass bricks to diffuse 
onto the silhouettes of passers-by.  
 
Le Bal des Luminéoles - Porté par le Vent (FR) - Mont des Arts/Kunstberg  
Porté par le vent invents installations and shows by night exploring the theme of wind and light.  
The Bal des Luminéoles brings a light, poetic atmosphere to the Mont des Arts garden in the 
dead of night. Luminéoles, imaginary birds of light with graceful wings, dance with the 
wind.  Their flight is a display of colour, with the sky and the city as a backdrop. 
 
 

European Quarter 
 

Mapping monumental - Rencontres Audiovisuelles (FR) - Arcades du Cinquantenaire - 
work financed by the European Commission, the Belgian Federal Government and the 
National Lottery as part of the Horizon 2030 programme in coproduction with the 
asbl/vzw 50/200 
Through monumental mapping projected onto the Cinquantenaire Arcade, Rencontres 
Audiovisuelles takes you on a journey through the rich collections of the museums on the 
Cinquantenaire Plain (Museum Art & History, Military Museum and Autoworld). A visual 
extravaganza that promises to be spectacular, a precursor to the kingdom's bicentenary in 
2030. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

COLOSSES - Studio 400 coups (BE) – Leopold Park – Royal Institute of Natural 
Sciences 
400 coups, a creative studio based in Liège, was born out of the passion of its two founders 
for culture, video mapping and staging.  
Colosses is a spellbinding mural evoking time immemorial through a poetic visual journey. It's 
a truly immersive ode to the spirits of the giants of old, lighting up the skies and watching over 
their heritage. A breathtaking story transcending time and space.  
 

Beacon of Hope - participatory work co-produced by the Eindhoven, Lyon and 
Jysvaskyla festivals of light and created with students from the Lycée Jacqmain (EU) – 
Leopold Park 
Beacon of Hope is a participatory, multidisciplinary, European project. Conceived by Greg 
Morrison (UK), the idea is to propose a participatory project, where each community can 
appropriate the installation according to its own culture and practices. The work is therefore 
adapted to the inhabitants of the country where it is exhibited.  
For Bright Festival, students from the Lycée Jacqmain were asked to take part in the work: 
Students from the 27 EU Member States read poems in the 24 languages represented. The 
whole event was recorded and will be broadcast within the installation surrounded by the flags 
of the 27 Member States.  
 

Chairwave - VOUW Studio (NL) – Leopold Park 
VOUW (see description above: Bloomlight)  
A conversation with a stranger can have a positive influence your well-being. With Chairwave, 
VOUW wants to encourage contact between strangers in public space. The moment someone 
walks close to the Chairwave, a seat is presented to sit on, when the person sits down, the 
seats next to that person unfold, leaving them open as the only options for the following person 
to sit on. This is the perfect moment to start a conversation. With Chairwave, VOUW wants to 
make people aware of the value of a real conversation and to establish a connection with each 
other.  
 
TREE OF LIFE - NUR Living lights (ES) - Guinguette - Parc du 
Cinquantenaire/Jubelpark  
NUR Living lights has its roots in the industrial design sector. NUR explores new ways of 
constructing and inhabiting space through the creative and playful use of light and 
experimentation with various materials.  
Just like the European Union, The Tree of Life links people and cultures. From Yggdrasil to 
the Kabbalah, it is common to many European beliefs. This manifestation of the tree uses light 
to represent the movement of energy within its body. Trees and humans are identical in 
essence: a magnetic field from a scientific point of view. Enter into the tree to see the energy 
moving inside its body.  
 
 
 



 

 

Astrolabium - Katarzyna Tretyn (PL) - Pavilion of Human Passions - Supported by the 
Polish Institute Brussels   
As well as being a visual and intermedia artist, Katarzyna Tretyn is a university professor. 
Science, and astronomy in particular, inspire her artistic work. Astrolabium is a perfect 
example.    
The astrolabe was used as early as the 8th century to calculate a position.  Arab peoples 
regularly used it as a navigational tool during their expeditions. Indeed, looking at the sky 
has always sparked interest, and thanks to the knowledge we've acquired, we're able to 
break through the symbolic boundaries that separate the observer from the information. And 
yet, we find ourselves once again trying to guess what lies beyond the horizon, in a black 
hole. 

An accessible festival  

Taking an inclusive approach in order to be accessible to as many people as possible, Bright 
Festival is currently working with the company Access-i. The aim of this collaboration is to 
make the event's various routes and activities accessible to people with reduced mobility. In 
fact, a number of arrangements have been made to ensure the event is as accessible as 
possible along the entire route (ramps, carpet covers, reserved areas, etc.). 

Environmental impact  

For several years now, Bright Festival has been committed to reducing its environmental 
impact. To achieve this goal, the festival has put several initiatives in place: 

 It chooses artists who, for the most part, have an eco-responsible approach. 
 The selected projects use lighting that is energy-efficient or produced by renewable 

sources.  
 The festival is easily accessible by public transport and encourages the use of 

alternative mobility and walking to enjoy the routes. Monitored bicycle parking is 
available close to the routes.  

In addition, since 2021, Bright Festival has been funding low-carbon projects to neutralise any 
emissions that could not be reduced. 

Sibelga, distribution network operator for electricity and gas and the municipal public lighting 
network, will guide visitors along the Bright Festival routes. All they have to do is follow the 
colourful lights of Brussels' street lamps.  
 
Further information and regular programme updates available at www.brightfestival.brussels  

Press contact: Noémie Wibail - n.wibail@visit.brussels  
 


