
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Brussels, 24 September 2025 

The 2026 visit.brussels Awards: Call for Candidates 
 
As of today, candidates can submit their applications for the visit.brussels Awards. 
Anyone who has made the capital shine at home or abroad this year with a creative 
Brussels-based initiative, is invited to submit an entry. 
 

The visit.brussels Awards are annual prizes that reward cultural and tourism initiatives from 
Brussels which have helped strengthen the capital’s national and international profile. The 
winners are chosen both by the general public and by an independent jury composed of 

professionals from the culture and tourism sectors, the press, and academia.  
  
 

The call for candidates was launched today. The winners will be announced end of March 
2026. 
 
Brussels-based initiatives (projects, actions or concepts) can enter one of the 5 categories: 

 
• Brussels International Icon Award 

 

An award for an initiative that has significantly contributed to Brussels’ international 
visibility. 
 

Examples: Original initiatives that have garnered attention beyond our borders. 

• Brussels Best Smart Experience Award 
 

This award recognises an initiative that uses advanced technologies to make the 
visitor experience more dynamic/interactive, personalised and/or sustainable. 
 

Examples: immersive exhibitions, projections, digital art trails, use of advanced 
technologies such as AI, big data, geolocation, etc. 

Brussels Best Co-creation Award 

This award celebrates the best new initiative resulting from co-creation* between 
various actors of Brussels life (tourism partners, cultural partners or communes). 
 

Examples: Actions organised by multiple museums, integration of concepts or works 
from other museums, joint product creation by several local companies to support the 
sector, etc. 
 

*Co-creation is understood as a joint investment of time, budget and creativity among 
different actors, not just simple collaboration. 



 

 

• Brussels Treasure Award 

An award focusing on Brussels’ identity. The project must tell an authentically 
Brussels story. 

Examples: opening of a new concept, a new offer, a new exhibition rooted in 
Brussels’ history, etc. 

• Brussels’ Digital Content Creator of The Year Award 

This award goes to the Brussels-based social media content creator 
(Instagram/TikTok/YouTube) who promotes tourism or culture in Brussels to their 
audience and who receives the most votes in the public voting, without jury 
intervention. 

Examples: content highlighting Brussels, the Brussels mindset, Brussels 
experiences, gastronomy, art and culture, etc. Content reflecting the creator’s 
passion for Brussels, with the aim of connecting and encouraging their community to 
take an interest in or visit the capital. 

• Brussels Best Reviews Award by MMGY-TCI Research 

This award recognises the initiative with the best visitor and/or customer reviews. It is 
based on a panel of reviews collected from different platforms, analysed using a 
methodology developed by MMGY-TCI Research, without intervention from the jury 
or the public. It is, therefore, not possible to apply for this category. 

Methodology: The Best Reviews Award is based on the TRAVELSAT© Pulse 
system, developed by MMGY-TCI Research. This benchmarking system, used 
worldwide by more than 100 destinations and travel brands, analyses visitor 
sentiment about tourism operators by collecting opinions and comments from 
customers posted on over 35 review platforms and online travel agency sites 
(Tripadvisor, Booking, Google Reviews, Expedia, Ctrip, etc.). 

Selection Procedure 

 
First, the public will be invited to vote for their top five projects in the first five categories. An 
independent jury will then select the 2026 winners from those chosen by the public. The 
winners will be announced and awarded during the visit.brussels Awards end of March 2026. 

Key Dates 



 

 

•  5 November 2025 (midnight): deadline for applications 

6 January 2026: public voting opens 

12 February 2026 (midnight): public voting closes 

13 February 2026: announcement of the five nominees per category chosen by the public, 
except for the Brussels’ Digital Content Creator of The Year category, whose winner will be 
revealed during the ceremony. 

End of March 2026: the visit.brussels Night, an evening at which the Awards will be 
presented and the Brussels Events Ambassadors will be honoured. 

More information and registrations at www.awards.brussels 

 
 
Press contact: Jeroen Roppe, j.roppe@visit.brussels – +32 476 61 60 99 


